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The NLSY79. The National Longitudinal Survey of Youth (NLSY79) is a multipurpose survey of more than 
12,600 individuals in the U.S. who were initially interviewed in 1979 when they were 14 to 21 years of age. 
Sponsored by the Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS), the NLSY79 contains extensive 
information about the employment, education, training, and family experiences of the respondents. Since 1982, 
through support of the National Institute of Child Health and Human Development (NICHD), questions have been 
asked about pregnancy and postnatal histories, fertility, and child care. The Center for Human Resource Research 
(CHRR) at The Ohio State University and NORC at the University of Chicago are responsible for the design, 
collection, and dissemination of the NLSY79. 

NLSY79 Child & Young Adult Surveys . Starting in 1986, and every two years thereafter, the children of the 
NLSY79 mothers have been assessed to measure their cognitive ability, temperament, motor and socia l 
development, behavior problems, perceived competence, and the quality of their home environment. This 
assessment information, combined with data from the mothers’ records, forms a detailed record for users 
interested in exploring the interrelationships of individual, family and environmental factors related to maternal 
behavior and child development. Starting in 1994, young adult children who have reached age 15 are no longer 
assessed but administered a questionnaire in which they are asked detailed questions similar to those asked of their 
mothers on employment, education, training, fertility, health, and attitudes. 

NLSY79 Child & Mother Bibliographies. This document cites research on the fertility and child care 
experiences of the NLS main Youth79 female  respondents as well as research on the health and well being of the 
children of the NLSY79 mothers.  References to published works are listed first, followed by theses and 
dissertations.  The final section lists working papers and meeting presentations.   

Users interested in research on any of the NLS cohorts or other topics related to the NLSY79 can access the 
annotated NLS on-line bibliography at: http://www.bls.gov/nls/nlsbib.htm. 
 
CHRR welcomes suggestions about the development of materials that users would find useful.  We encourage 
users to send us citations that should be included in this bibliography. Additions or revisions to this document can be 
sent to: childbib@postoffice.chrr.ohio-state.edu. Print copies of this document, as well as information about 
NLS data and documentation, can be obtained from:     

                     
NLS User Services - Center for Human Resource Research 
921 Chatham Lane, Suite 100, Columbus, Ohio  43221-2418 

Phone: (614) 442-7366                   FAX: 614-442-7329 
e-mail: usersvc@postoffice.chrr.ohio-state.edu 

http://www.bls.gov/nls/home.htm
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