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NLSY79 Child Assessment Research 
A Bibliography 

  
 
 
The NLSY79. The National Longitudinal Survey of Youth (NLSY79) is a multipurpose survey of more 
than 12,600 individuals in the U.S. who have been interviewed annually since 1979 when they were 14 to 
21 years of age. Sponsored by the Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS), the NLSY79 
contains extensive information about the employment, education, training, and family experiences of the 
respondents. Since 1982, through support of the National Institute of Child Health and Human 
Development (NICHD), questions have been asked about pregnancy and postnatal histories, fertility, and 
child care. The Center for Human Resource Research (CHRR) at The Ohio State University and NORC at 
the University of Chicago are responsible for the design, collection, and dissemination of the NLSY79. 

Children of the NLSY79. Starting in 1986, and every two years thereafter, the children of the NLSY79 
mothers have been assessed to measure their cognitive ability, temperament, motor and social development, 
behavior problems, perceived competence, and the quality of their home environment. This assessment 
information, combined with data from the mothers’ records, forms a detailed data file for users interested in 
exploring the interrelationships between family and environmental factors, maternal behavior and child 
development. 

Bibliographies. The Child Assessment Research bibliography, updated periodically, cites work that has 
utilized the NLSY79 child assessment information. Entries in this listing are grouped, regardless of 
publication status, into the topics listed in the Table of Contents. Papers and publications using more than 
one assessment are cited multiple times within the document. Readers should note that Body Parts and 
Memory for Locations were administered only in 1986 and 1988, and the McCarthy Verbal Memory 
subscale was discontinued after 1996.  

A comprehensive listing of all studies using the NLSY79 Mother and Child data is available from CHRR in a 
bibliography entitled Research Using NLSY79 Data on Fertility, Child Care, and Child Development. This 
bibliography is available on-line at: 

 
http://www.chrr.ohio-state.edu/html/nlsy79-childya/childya_documentation/child_bibliographies.html 

 
An annotated bibliography of research for all the NLS cohorts is available on-line at:  

www.chrr.ohio-state.edu/nls-bib 

CHRR welcomes suggestions about the development of materials that users would find useful. Additions or 
revisions to this bibliography should be sent to: childbib@postoffice.chrr.ohio-state.edu. 

NLS Information. CHRR distributes a number of print and on-line documentation materials on the NLS 
surveys. Details on the Child surveys can be found in the current NLSY79 Child Data Users Guide, on the 
BLS website: www.bls.gov/nlsy79ch.htm, and on the CHRR site: www.chrr.ohio-state.edu/nlsy79-
childya.html. 

Copies of this document, as well as information about NLS data and documentation, can be obtained from: 

NLS User Services - Center for Human Resource Research 
921 Chatham Lane, Suite 100, Columbus, OH  43221-2418 

Phone: (614) 442-7366,  FAX: 614-442-7329 
 

e-mail: usersvc@postoffice.chrr.ohio-state.edu 
 

>*<>*<>*<>*<>*<>*< 





 

 
 

TABLE  OF  CONTENTS 
 

 
Overviews  Of  the  Child  Assessment  Data..........................................................................................6 

Behavior  Problems  Index (BPI) ............................................................................................................7 

Body  Parts  Recognition ......................................................................................................................25 

The  HOME..........................................................................................................................................25 

Memory  For  Digit  Span.....................................................................................................................41 

Memory  For  Location.........................................................................................................................42 

Motor &  Social Development..............................................................................................................42 

Peabody Picture Vocabulary Test - Revised (PPVT-R)........................................................................44 

PIAT Mathematics................................................................................................................................56 

PIAT Reading Recognition & Comprehension.....................................................................................69 

Self-Perception Profile For Children (SPPC) ........................................................................................83 

Temperament ........................................................................................................................................85 

Verbal  Memory (McCarthy) ................................................................................................................87 



 

 6 

OVERVIEWS  OF  THE  CHILD  ASSESSMENT  DATA 
 

Bachrach, Christine A. and Karen Carver. 1992. Outcomes of Early Childbearing: An Appraisal of 
Recent Evidence. Summary of a Conference Convened by NICHD, National Institutes of Health, 
Bethesda, Maryland, May 18-19. 

 
Baker, Paula C. Frank L. Mott. 1989. NLSY Child Handbook 1989: A Guide and Resource Document for 

the National Longitudinal Survey of Youth 1986 Child Data. Columbus: The Ohio State  
University, Center for Human Resource Research. 

 
Baker, Paula C., Canada K. Keck, Frank L. Mott and Stephen V. Quinlan. 1993. NLSY Child Handbook, 

Revised Edition: A Guide to the 1986-1990 National Longitudinal Survey of Youth Child Data. 
Columbus: The Ohio State University, Center for Human Resource Research. 
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Zagorsky, Jay L. and Rosella Gardecki. 1998. “What Have Researchers Learned from the National 

Longitudinal Surveys?”  Journal of Economic and Social Measurements 25: 35-57. 
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Zill, Nicholas. 1995. “National Surveys as Data Resources for Public Policy Research on Poor Children.” 
In, P. L. Chase-Lansdale and J. Brooks-Gunn, eds., Escape from Poverty: What Makes a 
Difference for Children? Cambridge, England: Cambridge University Press, pp. 272-290. 
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Children’s Cognitive and Behavioral/Emotional Development, Children Ages 10-16. Ph.D. 
Dissertation, The University of Texas at Dallas. 
 

Agre, Lynn A. 1995. Home Environment and Child’s Cognitive and Emotional Developmental Delay: 
Evidence from the 1988 NLSY. M.A. Thesis, The University of Medicine and Dentistry of New 
Jersey and Rutgers, The State University of New Jersey. 
  

Agre, Lynn. 1998. “Comorbidity of Maternal Disability and Depression: Effect on Children’s Behavioral 
and Psychosocial Development.” American Public Health Association Meeting, Washington, DC., 
November. 

 
Agre, Lynn. 2000. “Parent-Child Interaction, Family Composition and the Quality of the Home: Effect on 

Adolescent Depression.”  American Public Health Association Meeting, Boston, November. 
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Ph.D. Dissertation, The University of Chicago. 
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Recent Evidence. Summary of a Conference Convened by NICHD, National Institutes of Health, 
Bethesda, Maryland, May 18-19. 
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Baker, Paula C. and Frank L. Mott. 1992. “Following Children Over Time: Child Development and Its 
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Journal of Applied Developmental Psychology 16: 339-370. 
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932-945. 

 
Baydar, Nazli and William Grady. 1993. “Predictors of Birth Planning Status and Its Consequences for 
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Baydar, Nazli, April Greek and Jeanne Brooks-Gunn. 1997. “A Longitudinal Study of the Effects of the 
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Blau, David M. 1997. “The Effect of Child Care Characteristics on Child Development.” Working Paper 
(March). Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, Department of Economics and 
Carolina Population Center. 

 
Blau, David M. 1999. “The Effect of Child Care Characteristics on Child Development.” The Journal of 

Human Resources 34, 4 (Fall): 786-822. 
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Packard Foundation, Los Angeles, California. 

 
Brooks-Gunn, Jeanne, Judith Smith, Lisa Berlin and Kyunghee Lee. 1998. “Implementations of Welfare 

Changes for Parents of Young Children.” Family Process and Child Development in Low Income 
Families Pre-Conference, Chicago, May 7-8. 

 
Carlson, Marcia J. 1998. “How Does Family Structure Matter?  Father Involvement and the Behavior of 

Young Adolescents.” Annual Meetings of the Population Association of America, Chicago, April 
2-4. 

 
Carlson, Marcia J. and Mary Corcoran. 1999. “Family Structure and Children’s Behavioral and Cognitive 

Outcomes.” Working Paper (December). Princeton University, Center for Research on Child 
Well-Being and Ann Arbor: University of Michigan. 

 
Caspary, Gretchen. 1998. “Longitudinal Effects of Parental Welfare Receipt on Children and Adolescents. 

Annual Meetings of the Population Association of America, Chicago, April 2-4. 
 
Chase-Lansdale, P. Lindsay and Rachel A. Gordon. 1996. “Economic Hardship and the Development of 

Five- and Six-Year-Olds: Neighborhood and Regional Perspectives.” Child Development 67, 6 
(December): 3338-3367. 

 
Chatterji, Pinka and Sara Markowitz. 2000. “The Impact of Maternal Alcohol and Illicit Drug Use on 

Children’s Behavior Problems: Evidence from the Children of the National Longitudinal Survey of 
Youth.” Working Paper No. 7692. Cambridge, Massachusetts: National Bureau of Economic 
Research. 

 
Cherlin, Andrew. 1992. “Infant Care and Full-Time Employment.” In, A. Booth, ed., Child Care in the 

1990s: Trends and  Consequences. Hillsdale, New Jersey: Lawrence Erlbaum Associates, pp. 
209-214. 
 

Clarke, Lynda, Elizabeth C. Cooksey, Heather Joshi, Dick Wiggins, et al. 1998. “Consequences of Family 
Disruption and the Cognitive and Behavioural Development of Children in Britain and the United 
States.” Annual Meetings of the Population Association of America, Chicago, April 2-4.  

 
Colder, Craig R., Joshua A. Mott and Arielle S. Berman. 1999. “The Interactive Effects of Infant Activity 

Level and Fear on Growth Trajectories of Early Childhood Symptomatology.” Seventh Annual 
Meeting of the Society for Prevention Research, June. Previously: Working Paper (December). 
Chicago: Loyola University and University of Illinois at Chicago, Health Research and Policy 
Centers. 
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Cooksey, Elizabeth C. and Amy L. Karnehm. 1994. “Children of Young Mothers: The Effect of Mother’s 
Marital Status on Children’s Behavior.” Annual Meetings of the  American Sociological 
Association, Los Angeles, August. 
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Cooksey, Elizabeth C., Elizabeth G. Menaghan and Susan M. Jekielek. 1997. “Life Course Effects of 

Work and Family Circumstances on Children.” Social Forces 76, 2 (December): 637-665. 
 
Cooksey, Elizabeth C., Elizabeth G. Menaghan and Frank L. Mott. 1999. “Nicotine Exposure Before 

Birth and Behavior Problems in Middle Childhood: Toward Understanding the Linkage.”  
Working Paper  (October). Columbus: The Ohio State University, Department of Sociology and 
Center for Human Resource Research. Also Annual Meetings of the Population Association of 
America, Chicago, April 2-4, 1998. 

 
Cooley, Marcia L. and Donald G. Unger. 1991. “The Role of Family Support in Determining 

Developmental Outcomes in Children of Teen Mothers.” Child Psychiatry and Human 
Development 21, 3 (Spring): 217-234. 

 
Crockett, Lisa J., David J. Eggebeen and Alan J. Hawkins. 1993. “Father’s Presence and Young 

Children’s Behavioral and Cognitive Adjustment.” Journal of Family Issues 14, 3 (September): 
355-377. 

 
Curran, Patrick J. 1997. “Comparing Three Modern Approaches to Longitudinal Data Analysis: An 

Examination of a Single Developmental Sample.”  Symposium at the Biennial Meeting of the 
Society for Research in Child Development, Washington, DC., April. 
 

Dornfeld, Maude and Candace Kruttschnitt. 1992. “Do the Stereotypes Fit?  Mapping Gender- Specific 
Outcomes and Risk Factors.” Criminology 30, 3: 397-419.  
 

Driscoll, Anne K. and Kristin A. Moore. 1998. “The Relationship of Welfare Receipt to Child Outcomes.”  
Working Paper (June). Washington, DC: Child Trends, Inc. 

 
Dubow, Eric F. 1989. “Risk and Protective Factors in Children’s Behavioral and Academic Adjustment.”  

Biennial Meetings of the Society for Research in Child Development, Kansas City. 
 

Dubow, Eric F. and Tom Luster. 1990. “Adjustment of Children Born to Teenage Mothers: The 
Contribution of Risk and Protective Factors.” Journal of Marriage and the Family 52 (May): 
394-404. 

 
Eamon, Mary Keegan. 1998. A Structural Model of the Effects of Poverty on the Socio-Emotional 

Development of Children. Ph.D. Dissertation, The University of Wisconsin-Madison. 
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Emery, Robert E., Mary Waldron, Katherine M. Kitzmann and Jeffrey Aaron. 1999. “Delinquent 

Behavior, Future Divorce or Nonmarital Childbearing, and Externalizing Behavior among 
Offspring: A 14-Year Perspective Study.” Journal of Family Psychology 13, 4 (December): 
568-579. 

 
Flood, Mary Fran. 1998. Does Chronic Illness Increase Children’s Risk for Impaired Peer 

Relationships? A Longitudinal Exploration of the Relationship Between Childhood Asthma and 
Social Vulnerability. Ph.D. Dissertation, The University of Nebraska-Lincoln. 

 
Fohl-Bailey, M. Elizabeth. 1996. Individual Differences in the Trajectories of Early Adolescent 

Development and in the Adjustment to the Transition to Adolescence. Ph.D. Dissertation, The 
Ohio State University. 

 
Garrett, Alma Bowen. 1996. Essays in the Economics of Child Mental Health. Ph.D. Dissertation, 

Columbia University. 
 

Geronimus, Arline T., Sanders Korenman and Marianne M. Hillemeier. 1992. Does Young Maternal Age 
Adversely Affect Child Development? Evidence from Cousin Comparisons. Research  Report No. 
92-256 (September). Ann Arbor: University of Michigan, Population Studies Center. 
 

Geronimus, Arline T., Sanders Korenman and Marianne M. Hillemeier. 1992. “Does Young Maternal 
Age Adversely Affect Child Development?  Evidence from Cousin Comparisons.” Annual 
Meetings of the Population Association of America, April 30 - May 2, Denver and the NICHD 
Conference on “Outcomes of Early Childbearing: An Appraisal of Recent Evidence,” May 18-19, 
National Institutes of Health, Bethesda. 
 

Geronimus, Arline T., Sanders Korenman and Marianne M. Hillemeier. 1994. “Does Young Maternal 
Age Adversely Affect Child Development? Evidence from Cousin Comparisons in the United 
States.” Population and Development Review 20, 3: 585-609.  

 
Ginther, Donna and Robert A. Pollak. 2000. “Does Family Structure Affect Children’s Educational 

Outcomes?” Working Paper 2000-13 (September). Atlanta: Federal Reserve Bank of Atlanta. 
 
Gordon, Rachel A. 2001. “Multigenerational Coresidence and Welfare Policy.” Forthcoming Journal of 

Community Psychology. 
 
Greenstein, Theodore N. 1992. “Maternal Employment and Child Behavior Problems: A Household 

Economics Analysis.” Working Paper (March 24). Raleigh: North Carolina State University, 
Department of Sociology and Anthropology. 
 

Greenstein, Theodore N. 1993. “Maternal Employment and Child Behavioral Outcomes - A Household 
Economics Analysis.” Journal of Family Issues 14, 3 (September): 323-354. 
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Griesler, Pamela C. and Denise B. Kandel. 1998. “Ethnic Differences in Correlates of Adolescent 
Cigarette Smoking.” Journal of Adolescent Health 23, 3 (September): 167-180. 

 
Han, Wen-Jui, Jane Waldfogel and Jeanne Brooks-Gunn. 1999. “The Effects of Early Maternal 

Employment on Later Cognitive and Behavioral Outcomes.” Annual Meetings of the Population 
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Hango, Darcy W. 2000. “Marital Disruption and Childhood Accident Propensity: The Role of Aggression 

and Parental Relationship.” Working Paper. Columbus: Department of Sociology, The Ohio State 
University. 

 
Hao, Lingxin. 1992. “Developmental Problems of Children Aged 6-11 in Mother-Only Families: The 

Effect of Welfare and Kin Support.” Annual Meetings of the Population Association of America, 
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Hao, Lingxin. 1995. “Poverty, Public Assistance and Children in Intact and Single-Mother Families. 

Working Paper No. DRU-1093-NICHD. Santa Monica: RAND. 
 
Hao, Lingxin. 1999. “Nested Heterogeneity and Difference in Differences.”  Working Paper (Revised 
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in Adolescence: Longitudinal Analyses.” Journal of Moral Education 28, 3 (September): 375-
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