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The National Longitudinal Survey of Youth (NLSY79) is a multipurpose survey of more than 12,600 

individuals in the United States who have been interviewed annually since 1979 when they were 14 to 21 years 
of age.  Sponsored by the Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS), the NLSY79 contains 
extensive information about the employment, education, training, and family experiences of the respondents. 
Since 1982, through support of the National Institute of Child Health and Human Development (NICHD), 
questions have been asked about pregnancy and postnatal histories, fertility, and child care.  The Center for 
Human Resource Research (CHRR) at The Ohio State University and NORC at the University of Chicago are 
responsible for the design, collection, and dissemination of the NLSY79. 
 

Starting in 1986, the Children of the NLSY79 mothers have been assessed every two years to measure their 

cognitive ability, temperament, motor and social development, behavior problems, perceived competence, and 
the quality of their home environment.  This assessment information, combined with data from the mothers‟ 
longitudinal record, forms a detailed set of histories for users interested in exploring the interrelationships 
between family and environmental factors, maternal behavior and child development. 
 

Bibliographies. The Child Assessment Research bibliography cites work, known as of this date, that is based 

on the NLSY79 child assessment s. Entries in this listing are grouped, regardless of publication status, into the 
topics listed in the Table of Contents below.  Papers and publications using more than one assessment are cited 
multiple times within the document.  Additions or revisions to this listing can be sent to NLS User Services at: 
usersvc@chrr.ohio-state.edu.  A comprehensive, annotated, searchable database of all NLS research can be 
found at: http://www.nlsbibliography.org.  This site also contains links to many NLS articles and unpublished 
papers. 
 

NLSY79 Child Assessment Documentation. A summary of the assessments used in the NLSY79 Child 

surveys is included at the end of this document.  Detailed information on the assessments, as well as the design 
and the full content of the Child surveys, can be found at: http://www.bls.gov/nls/nlsy79ch.htm. 
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OVERVIEWS OF CHILD ASSESSMENT DATA 
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Home Environment: Evidence from the 1988 NLSY.” Presented: New York, NY, American Public 
Health Association Annual Meeting, November 1996.  
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of Recent Evidence. Conference Summary: Bethesda MD, National Institute of Child Health and 
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Data. Columbus OH, Center for Human Resource Research, October 1993.  
 
BAKER, PAULA C. and FRANK L. MOTT. “NLSY Child Handbook 1989: A Guide and Resource 
Document for the National Longitudinal Survey of Youth 1986 Child Data.” Columbus OH: Center for 
Human Resource Research, The Ohio State University, 1989.  
 
BELSKY, JAY. “Emanuel Miller Lecture - Developmental Risks (Still) Associated with Early Child 
Care.” Journal of Child Psychology and Psychiatry and Allied Disciplines 42, 7 (October 2001): 845-
859.  

BROOKS-GUNN, JEANNE, BRETT V. BROWN, GREG J. DUNCAN and KRISTIN ANDERSON 
MOORE. “Child Development in the Context of Family and Community Resources: An Agenda for 
National Data Collections.” In: Integrating Federal Statistics on Children: Report of a Workshop. 
Committee on National Statistics and Board on Children and Families, Washington, DC: National 
Academy Press, pp. 27-97, 1995.  
 
CHASE-LANSDALE, P. LINDSAY and JEANNE BROOKS-GUNN. Escape from Poverty: What Makes 
a Difference for Children? Cambridge, UK: Cambridge University Press, 1995.  
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PHILLIPS. “Children of the National Longitudinal Survey of Youth (NLSY): A Unique Research 
Opportunity.” Developmental Psychology 27, 6 (November 1991): 918-931.  
 
FULIGNI, ALLISON SIDLE and JEANNE BROOKS-GUNN. “Healthy Development of Young Children: 
SES Disparities, Preventing Strategies, and Policy Opportunities.” In: Promoting Health: Intervention 
Strategies from Social and Behavioral Research. B.D. Smedly and S.L. Syme, eds., Washington, DC: 
National Academy Press, 2000.  
 
GREEN, PATRICIA L., LISA A. HOOGSTRA, STEVEN J. INGELS, HARRISON N. GREENE and 
PATRICIA K. MARNELL. “Formulating a Design for the ECLS: A Review of Longitudinal Studies.” 
Working Paper No. 97-24. Washington DC: U.S. Department of Education, Office of Educational 
Research and Improvement, August 1997.  
 
HAVEMAN, ROBERT H. and BARBARA L. WOLFE. “Determinants of Children‟s Attainments: A 
Review of Methods and Findings.” Journal of Economic Literature 33, 4 (December 1995): 1829-1878.  
 
HOFFERTH, SANDRA L. “Children‟s Transition to School.” In: Integrating Federal Statistics on 
Children: Report of a Workshop. Committee on National Statistics and Board on Children and 
Families, Washington, DC: National Academy Press, pp. 98-121, 1995. 
 
JONES, CHARLES and MICHAEL HAAN. “Longitudinal Surveys of Children and Youth: Perspectives 
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from Outside the USA.” Presented: Philadelphia, PA, Annual Meeting of the American Sociological 
Association, August 12, 2005.  
 
MANNING, WENDY D. “Implications of Cohabitation for Children‟s Well-Being.” Presented: University 
Park, PA, National Symposium “Just Living Together: Implications of Cohabitation for Children, 
Families and Social Policy”, October 2000.  
 
MOTT, FRANK L. “Looking Backward: Post Hoc Reflections on Longitudinal Surveys.” In: Looking at 
Lives: American Longitudinal Studies of the Twentieth Century. E. Phelps, F. F. Furstenberg, Jr., and 
A. Colby eds., New York: Russell Sage Foundation, 2002  
 
MOTT, FRANK L. “Utility of the HOME-SF Scale for Child Development Research in a Large National 
Longitudinal Survey: The National Longitudinal Survey of Youth 1979 Cohort.” Parenting: Science and 
Practice 4, 2-3 (April-September 2004): 259-270.  
 
MOTT, FRANK L. and STEPHEN V. QUINLAN. “Children of the NLSY: 1988 Tabulations and 
Summary Discussion.” Columbus OH: Center for Human Resource Research, The Ohio State 
University, March 1991.  
 
NEWACHECK, PAUL and BARBARA STARFIELD. “Monitoring Changes in Health Care for Children 
and Families.” In: Integrating Federal Statistics on Children: Report of a Workshop, Committee on 
National Statistics and Board on Children and Families. Washington, DC: National Academy Press, 
pp. 156-191, 1995. 

OLSEN, RANDALL J. “National Longitudinal Surveys of Labor Market Experience Merged Child-
Mother Data.” Journal of Human Resources 24, 2 (Spring 1989): 336-339.  
 
PALLAS, AARON M. “Federal Data on Educational Attainment and the Transition to Work.” In: 
Integrating Federal Statistics on Children: Report of a Workshop. Committee on National Statistics 
and Board on Children and Families, ed., Washington, DC: National Academy Press, pp. 122-155, 
1995.  

PHELPS, ERIN, FRANK F. JR. FURSTENBERG and ANNE COLBY. Looking at Lives: American 
Longitudinal Studies of the 20th Century. New York NY: Russell Sage Foundation, May 2002.  
 
PHILLIPS, DEBORAH A. and ANNE BRIDGMAN. New Findings on Children, Families, and Economic 
Self-Sufficiency. Washington DC: National Academy Press, 1995.  
 
ROBERTS, PAUL, PETER SMITH and HOLLY NASON. “Children and Familial Economic Welfare: 
The Effect of Income on Child Development.” Working Paper, Applied Research Branch Strategic 
Policy, Human Resources Development Canada, April 2001. 

ROCK, DONALD A. and A. JACKSON STENNER. “Assessment Issues in the Testing of Children at 
School Entry.” The Future of Children: School Readiness: Closing Racial and Ethnic Gaps 15, 1 
(Spring 2005): 15-34.  
 
SCARBROUGH, WILLIAM. “Urban Poverty Database Inventory Aims To Document On-going 
Studies.” Child Poverty News and Issues 1, 1 (Spring 1991).  
 
SHONKOFF, JACK P. and DEBORAH A. PHILLIPS. From Neurons to Neighborhoods: The Science 
of Early Childhood Development. Washington, DC: National Academy Press, 2000.  
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WEST, KIRSTEN K., ROBERT M. HAUSER and TERRI M. SCANLAN. Longitudinal Surveys of 
Children. Washington, DC: National Academy Press, 1998.  
 
WU, LAWRENCE L. and JUI-CHUNG ALLEN LI. “Children of the NLSY79: A Unique Data Resource.” 
Monthly Labor Review 128, 2 (February 2005): 59-62.  
 
ZAGORSKY, JAY L. and ROSELLA M. GARDECKI. “What Have Researchers Learned from the 
National Longitudinal Surveys?” Journal of Economic and Social Measurement 25 (1998): 35-57.  
 
ZILL, NICHOLAS. “National Surveys as Data Resources for Public Policy Research on Poor 
Children.” In: Escape from Poverty: What Makes a Difference for Children? Chase-Lansdale, P. 
Lindsay and J. Brooks-Gunn, eds., New York NY: Cambridge University Press, 1995, pp. 272-290  
 
ZILL, NICHOLAS and MARGARET DALY. “Researching the Family: A Guide to Survey and Statistical 
Data on U.S. Families.” Report #93-28. Washington, DC: Child Trends, Inc., 1993.  
 
ZILL, NICHOLAS, JAMES LLOYD PETERSON and KRISTIN ANDERSON MOORE. “Guide to 
Federal Data on Children, Youth, and Families.” Report #89-04, Conference on Child and Family 
Statistics, Washington DC: Child Trends, Inc., 1988.  
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ACS, GREGORY P. “Can We Promote Child Well-Being by Promoting Marriage?” Presented: 
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ACS, GREGORY P. “Can We Promote Child Well-Being by Promoting Marriage?” Journal of Marriage 
and Family 69, 5 (Dec 2007): 1326-1344.  
 
ACS, GREGORY P. “Is the Ring the Thing? Child Well-being and the Transition from Cohabitation to 
Marriage.” Working Paper, The Urban Institute, October 2005.  
 
ADAMS, MICHELLE JANSSEN. Youth in Crisis: An Examination of Adverse Risk Factors Affecting 
Children’s Cognitive and Behavioral/Emotional Development, Children Ages 10-16. Ph.D. 
Dissertation, The University of Texas at Dallas, 1995.  
 
AGRE, LYNN A. “Comorbidity of Maternal Disability and Depression: Effect on Children‟s Behavioral 
and Psychosocial Development.” Presented: Washington, DC, American Public Health Association 
Meeting, November 1998.  
 
AGRE, LYNN A. Home Environment and Child’s Cognitive and Emotional Developmental Delay: 
Evidence from the 1988 NLSY. M.A. Thesis, Rutgers, The State University of New Jersey, 1995.  
 
AGRE, LYNN A. “Parent-Child Interaction, Family Composition and the Quality of the Home: Effect on 
Adolescent Depression.” Presented: Boston, MA, American Public Health Association Meeting, 
November 2000.  
 
AGRE, LYNN A. “Role of Maternal Morbidity in Measuring Social Inequality Among Low Birth Weight 
Children.” Presented: Atlanta, GA, American Public Health Association (APHA) 129th Annual Meeting 
and Exposition October 21-25, 2001.  
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Home Environment: Evidence from the 1988 NLSY.” Presented: New York, NY, American Public 
Health Association Annual Meeting, November 1996.  
 
AIZER, ANNA. “Home Alone: Maternal Employment, Child Care and Adolescent Behavior.” Working 
Paper 807, University of California - Los Angeles, October 2001. 
 
AIZER, ANNA. “Home Alone: Supervision After School and Child Behavior.” Journal of Public 
Economics 88, 9-10 ( August, 2004): 1835-1848.  
 
AKABAYASHI, HIDEO. On The Role of Incentives in The Formation of Human Capital in The Family. 
Ph.D. Dissertation, The University of Chicago, 1996.  
 
ALBERS, ALISON BURKE. Poverty, Social Context and Children’s Mental Health Across the Early 
Life Course. Ph.D. Dissertation, University of Virginia, 2001. DAI, 62, no. 02A (2001): p. 780.  
 
ALBERS, ALISON BURKE. “Poverty, Social Mediators, and Early Adolescents‟ Mental Health.” 
Presented: Anaheim, CA, American Sociological Association Annual Meetings, August 2001.  
 
AMERICA‟S PROMISE ALLIANCE. “Every Child Every Promise: Turning Failure into Action.” Report 
from America‟s Promise Alliance.  
 
ARGYS, LAURA M., H. ELIZABETH PETERS, JEANNE BROOKS-GUNN and JUDITH R. SMITH. 
“Contributions of Absent Fathers to Child Well-being: The Impact of Child Support Dollars and Father-
Child Contact.” Presented: Bethesda MD, Conference on Father Involvement, October 1996.  
 
ASIAN NEWS INTERNATIONAL. “Kids‟ School Success Depends More on Early Academic Skills 
than Behaviour.” Yahoo! India News, November 13, 2007, World News.  
 
ATKINS, ROBERT L. “Association of Personality Type in Childhood with Violence in Adolescence.” 
Research in Nursing and Health 30, 3 (June 2007): 308 - 319.  
 
ATTEWELL, PAUL, DAVID E. LAVIN, THURSTON DOMINA and TANIA GABRIELLE LEVEY. 
Passing the Torch: Does Higher Education for the Disadvantaged Pay Off Across the Generations? 
New York: Russell Sage Foundation, 2007.  
 
AUGHINBAUGH, ALISON AILEEN. “Impact of Attrition on the Children of the NLSY79.” Journal of 
Human Resources 39, 2 (Spring 2004 ): 536-563.  
 
AUGHINBAUGH, ALISON AILEEN and MAURY GITTLEMAN. “Does Money Matter? A Comparison 
of the Effect of Income on Child Development in the United States and Great Britain.” Presented: 
Washington, DC, Population Association of American Meetings, March 2001. Earlier version 
presented: Ann Arbor, MI, Conference on “Cross-National Comparative Research Using Panel 
Surveys, “ October 2000.  
 
AUGHINBAUGH, ALISON AILEEN and MAURY GITTLEMAN. “Does Money Matter? A Comparison 
of the Effect of Income on Child Development in the United States and Great Britain.” Journal of 
Human Resources 38, 2 (Spring 2003): 416-440.  
 
AUGHINBAUGH, ALISON AILEEN, CHARLES R. PIERRET and DONNA S. ROTHSTEIN. “Impact of 
Family Structure Transitions on Youth Achievement: Evidence from the Children of the NLSY79.” 
Demography 42, 3 (August 2005): 447-468.  



NLSY79 CHILD ASSESSMENT RESEARCH –BEHAVIOUR PROBLEMS INDEX (BPI) 

 8 

 
AVERETT, SUSAN L., LISA ANOUSH GENNETIAN and H. ELIZABETH PETERS. “Fathers as 
Providers of Child Care.” Presented: Bethesda MD, Conference on Father Involvement, October 
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AVERETT, SUSAN L., LISA ANOUSH GENNETIAN and H. ELIZABETH PETERS. “Paternal Child 
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AVERETT, SUSAN L. and DAVID STIFEL. “Economic Determinants and Cognitive Effects of 
Childhood Malnutrition in the United States, The.” Presented: Los Angeles, CA, Population 
Association of America (PAA) Annual Meetings, March 30-April 1, 2006.  
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BAKER, PAULA C. and FRANK L. MOTT. “Following Children Over Time: Child Development and Its 
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BARKER, DAVID and ERIC MILLER. “Homeownership and Child Welfare.” Real Estate Economics 
37, 2 (June 2009): 279-303.  
 
BAYDAR, NAZLI. “Reliability and Validity of Temperament Scales of the NLSY Child assessments.” 
Working Paper, Seattle WA: Battelle Centers for Public Health Research and Evaluation, October 
1993.  
 
BAYDAR, NAZLI. “Reliability and Validity of Temperament Scales of the NLSY Child Assessments.” 
Journal of Applied Developmental Psychology 16, 3 (Jul-Sep1995): 339-370.  
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BAYDAR, NAZLI and JEANNE BROOKS-GUNN. “Effects of Maternal Employment and Child-Care 
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Consequences for Children.” Presented: Cincinnati, OH, Population Association of America Meetings, 
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CHILDREN OF THE NLSY79:  BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE ASSESSMENTS 

The Home Observation for Measurement of the Environment-Short Form (HOME-SF). 
Administered in four age-appropriate versions, the HOME measures the quality of the child‟s home 
environment. Reports are collected from both mother self-reports and interviewer observations during 
each biennial assessment interview. Provides information on several dimensions of the home 
environment, including maternal responsiveness, emotional support, organization of the environment, 
presence of materials for learning, and variety of stimulation. 

Peabody Picture Vocabulary Test-Revised (PPVT-R). Administered to children 3 years of age or 
older. Measures the child‟s hearing vocabulary of Standard American English. From 1988 through 
1998, the Hispanic-American adaptation of the PPVT-R (Test de Vocabulario en Imágenes Peabody 
or TVIP) was used to measure receptive vocabulary of single Spanish words spoken by an examiner. 

McCarthy Scale of Children’s Abilities: Verbal Memory Subscale. Administered to children ages 3 
through 6 years old through 1994. Assesses short-term verbal memory.  

Wechsler Intelligence Scale for Children-Revised (WISC-R): Digit Span Subscale. Administered 
to children aged 7 and older during the 1986 through 1994 interviews and to children aged 7 to 11 
years beginning with the 1996 interview. Measures short-term memory. 

Peabody Individual Achievement Test (PIAT): Math, Reading Recognition, and Reading 
Comprehension. Administered to children 5 years of age and older. Measures ability in mathematics 
and oral reading and the ability to derive meaning from printed words. 

Memory for Location. Administered to children 8 months through 3 years of age in 1986 or 1988. 
Measures a child‟s short-term memory. 

Body Parts Assessment. Administered in the 1986 and 1988 to children 1 or 2 years of age. 
Measures receptive vocabulary knowledge of orally presented words. 

Behavior Problems Index. Completed by the child‟s mother for children 4 years of age and older. 
The public file includes an overall behavior problems score, as well as an externality and internality 
scale. Additionally, subscales rate the child on the following six types of behavior problems: antisocial, 
anxious or depressed, hyperactive, headstrong, dependent, and peer conflicts. 

Temperament Scales. Completed by the child‟s mother. These items measure the temperament or 
behavioral style of children under age 7. Three age-specific versions assess such factors as activity, 
predictability, positive affect, fearfulness, compliance, and insecure attachment. Interviewer 
assessments of the child‟s shyness, cooperation, interest, and persistence during the interview, as 
well as attitude about and rapport with the interviewer, also are collected. 

Self-Perception Profile for Children (SPPC). A self-administered scale that measures, for children 8 
and older (12 to 14 years old beginning with the 1996 survey), the child‟s perceived competence in 
academics and sense of general self-worth. 

Motor and Social Development Scale. Completed by the mother. Measures developmental 
milestones in the areas of motor, cognitive, communication, and social development for children under 
4 years of age. 
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