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The National Longitudinal Survey of Youth (NLSY79) is a multipurpose survey of more than 12,600
individuals in the United States who have been interviewed annually since 1979 when they were 14 to 21 years
of age. Sponsored by the Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS), the NLSY79 contains
extensive information about the employment, education, training, and family experiences of the respondents.
Since 1982, through support of the National Institute of Child Health and Human Development (NICHD),
guestions have been asked about pregnancy and postnatal histories, fertility, and child care. The Center for
Human Resource Research (CHRR) at The Ohio State University and NORC at the University of Chicago are
responsible for the design, collection, and dissemination of the NLSY79.

Starting in 1986, the Children of the NLSY79 mothers have been assessed every two years to measure their
cognitive ability, temperament, motor and social development, behavior problems, perceived competence, and
the quality of their home environment. This assessment information, combined with data from the mothers’
longitudinal record, forms a detailed set of histories for users interested in exploring the interrelationships
between family and environmental factors, maternal behavior and child development.

Bibliographies. The Child Assessment Research bibliography cites work, known as of this date, that is based
on the NLSY79 child assessment s. Entries in this listing are grouped, regardless of publication status, into the
topics listed in the Table of Contents below. Papers and publications using more than one assessment are cited
multiple times within the document. Additions or revisions to this listing can be sent to NLS User Services at:
usersvc@chrr.ohio-state.edu. A comprehensive, annotated, searchable database of all NLS research can be
found at: http://www.nlsbibliography.org. This site also contains links to many NLS articles and unpublished
papers.

NLSY79 Child Assessment Documentation. A summary of the assessments used in the NLSY79 Child
surveys is included at the end of this document. Detailed information on the assessments, as well as the design
and the full content of the Child surveys, can be found at: http://www.bls.gov/nls/nlsy79ch.htm.
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